














CURRENTS (continued)

over 350 employees who work for us
depend on the success of the American
automobile industry;” Lee says. “Today,
that strength is severely compromised by
the lack of fuel-efficient cars and trucks
that customers want to buy. As the price of
gasoline has gone up, we've been offering
bigger and bigger discounts, and the man-
ufacturers are offering bigger and bigger
incentives to get people to buy our cars,
and all of our profits are being eroded.”
The auto industry often needs a leg-

islative push—it resisted seatbelts, air
bags, unleaded gasoline and catalytic
converters until the government man-
dated them, Lee says. Frank agrees,
because not even over $4-a-gallon prices
have significantly reduced gasoline use.
“The demand up until now would
not drive higher mileage,” he says. Plus,
“all the societal costs [pollution, war] of
gasoline are not factored into the price.”
Gary Muenzhuber, an official with a
United Auto Workers local in Minneapo-
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lis, became an industry rebel when he
helped found a group called Autoworkers
of Minnesota, which is working with a
Wisconsin inventor to develop a battery-
powered Ford Ranger. Muenzhuber
thought it might be a way to save a Ranger
plant in Highland Park, Minnesota. It
wasn't. The plant is scheduled to close
next year. But he still believes that alterna-
tive fuel sources and higher mileage are
necessary to save industry jobs. Muen-
zhuber considers himself part of a “blue-
green alliance” between laborers and
environmentalists.

“GM and Ford have the technologies
on the shelf to get us higher mileage,” he
says. Of course, speaking out for higher
mileage is not a popular position in the
industry. Frank admits that he’s “sure had
some flak from the auto companies. I
told them that these are my personal
opinions, and I don’t represent anyone
but myself”

At one time, the Alliance of Automo-
bile Manufacturers, the industry’s most
powerful lobbying group, treated Frank
as a heretic on a misbegotten crusade,
brushing off his fight for higher mileage
with a dismissive “he’s alone on that”
Last year, though, it seemed that Frank
and the auto industry were finally in
agreement. After the energy bill passed,
the Alliance issued a statement praising
its new mileage standards.

“For the first time in more than 30
years, Congress has weighed in and
established aggressive fuel economy
standards that balance important envi-
ronmental, energy security, safety and
economic considerations,” President
and CEO Dave McCurdy said. “This
legislation will result in a 40 percent
increase in fuel economy and 30 per-
cent reduction in carbon dioxide emis-
sions from new automobiles, enhanc-
ing our energy security while at the
same time addressing climate change.”

Frank takes that with a grain of salt.
“They only came out in favor of it after
it passed,” he scoffs. “They fought it
every step of the way, and when it
passed, they said it was a great bill. They
were lobbying aggressively to water
down the bill any way they could.”

Two car salesmen and an auto work-
er were lobbying right back, and for
once, their voices were louder than the
Big Three’s.

CONTACTS: The Auto Lobby
Doesn’t Speak For Us, www.35mpgby
2020.com; Sierra Club, www.sierra-
club.org. —Edward McClelland
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Ron Gonen, CEO of RecycleBank.

Relearning to
Recycle

Streamlining the Process
(and Reaping Rewards)
with RecycleBank

t costs Connecticut towns $72 to
Ihaul one ton of trash to a landfill.
Last year, Hartford produced
109,000 tons. In an effort to curb the
capitol’s waste accumulation, Mayor
Eddie Perez is launching a new recy-
cling program, and there’s more in it
for residents than a healthy planet.
Hartford is allying with RecycleBank,
an Internet-based company from New
York City that rewards recyclers for giv-
ing back to the environment. Through
an online points system, residents who
recycle will be awarded vouchers for dis-
counts at over 400 local and chain busi-
nesses. Stores like Shaw’s Supermarkets,
Starbucks, Zales Jewelry, Panera, Sepho-
ra and Regal Cinemas, as well as several
local shops, participate in the rewards
program. According to RecycleBank
CEO Ron Gonen, 50 percent of the
partner companies are native to Con-
necticut’s capitol. These include Sisters
Restaurant, House of Flora Flower Mar-
ket and A Little TLC Beauty Shop.
Gonen cofounded the recycling com-
pany in 2005, and developed it from a
business plan he crafted during a two-
year graduate program at Columbia
Business School. The initiative, as he
saw it, would bolster area ecological

efforts while stimulating the economy.
“Our goal at RecycleBank is to ensure
that people understand that being envi-
ronmentally conscious is also smart eco-
nomics,” he says. “That newspaper you
throw in the garbage is going to cost your
city money to throw it in a landfill, but if
you recycle it, it’s going to save your town
money, and its going to make a lot of
people in other industries money,
because they’re going to use that recycled
paper to further their own business.”

RecycleBank works to make sure
homeowners see some of the incentive,
too. For every pound of cans, paper
and aluminum deposited in a residence
recycling bin, the homeowner receives
2.5 “RecycleBank Points.” For the
5,000 Hartford residents included in
the program, 450 RecycleBank Points
can be earned each month, with a pos-
sible accumulation of 5,400 by the end
of the one-year pilot.

Hartford’s new recycling initiative not)
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He worked in
education and research.

She was a nurse for 30
years.

Now they serve together
as Peace Corps Volunteers.

There’s another place
where you can share

your wealth of experience.

WWW.peacecorps.gov
800.424.8580
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CURRENTS (continued)

only involves a homeowner reward
incentive, but also a change in the way
residential recycling happens. Before the
city’s “Go Green, Use Blue” venture with
RecycleBank,  recycling  operated
through a dual-stream process. This
required residents to separate recy-
clable paper and cardboard from
other items like plastics, steel
and aluminum. With the
RecycleBank program,
all recyclable materials
can be deposited
into a single place.

This change is
expected to make a
huge difference in the
rate of resident compliance.
According to Jeftf Duvall, senior
operations analyst at Connecticut
Resource Recovery Authority in
Hartford, the switch from dual- to sin-
gle-stream recycling has created signifi-
cant recycling increases in other states,
especially in urban centers.

“In the big cities, there isn’t
a lot of single-family hous-
ing,” he says. “So, when you’ve
got multiple families living in
a single residence, there’s not
space to have a bunch of recy-
cling bins for each family to
separate their paper from
their plastic. Thirty blue bins
in front of one house would
be a nightmare,” Duvall says,
“so people don’t bother as
much with recycling.”

By the end of May, each of
the 5,000 Hartford residences
used during the pilot program
will receive a 64-gallon recy-
cling cart in which to deposit
their paper, aluminum and #1
and #2 plastics instead of the
standard 14-gallon bin. Attached to
each “Smart Cart” is a Radio-Frequen-
cy Identification Chip (RFIC) that
contains  residents’  RecycleBank
account information used to award
points for recycling. On trash collec-
tion days, the recycling carts are
scanned and weighed right at street
curbs. The weights are instantly trans-
ferred to homeowners’ RecycleBank
online accounts and converted into
award point values. Account holders
can then redeem their points by “shop-
ping” for store vouchers through Recy-
cleBank.com. Purchased items are sent
to account holders through e-mail or
regular postal service.

Within six
months,
per-house recycling
jumped from

9 pounds per week
to 17.

And RecycleBank has recently added
“E-Waste Recycling” to its program.
Now, along with common recyclables,
residents can deposit old cell phones,
computers, printer toner cartridges
and other electronics into their Smart
Bins and receive points.

Hartford’s Director of Com-
munications Sarah Barr says
the residences used for the
city’s pilot program
were determined by
the Department
of Public Works

as those that
“needed a little extra
push” to recycle. Ideal-
ly, city officials would like
recycling rates to double.
Connecticuts capitol may see
just that. RecycleBank’s efforts to
bolster recycling rates in the towns in
which its contracted have not only
brought overwhelming success, but also
much media acclaim. Since the pro-
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grams first city project with two neigh-
borhoods in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
its received awards from the National
Recycling Coalition and Social Venture
Network, as well as Philadelphia’s own
Environmental Council. RecycleBank
was given the 2006 Corporate Environ-
mental Award from Waste News and was
teatured in Incentive Magazine as one of
the “Top Seven Incentive Programs of
2006.

Wilmington, Delaware, the third
town to partner with RecycleBank, can
attest to the company’s achievements.
Though Delaware is one of a small
group of states that does not require its
residents to recycle, the town’s officials
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sought to increase its diversion of trash
from area landfills. So, in April 2006,
Wilmington contracted with Recyclw-
Bank in a half-year pilot program
involving 6,000 town residences in six
different Wilmington regions. The recy-
cling initiative now runs citywide. The
town has saved over $500,000 in “tip-
ping fee” costs [charges for hauling
waste to landfills], thanks to a 64 per-
cent diversion rate. In a letter to Recy-
cleBank from Wilmington Mayor James
Baker, he writes that in 2007 alone,
Wilmington residents kept 8,800 tons of
garbage from going to landfills.

Wilmington’s Assistant Sanitation
Supervisor Jason Leary sees a major
change in residents’ attitudes toward
recycling since RecycleBank came to
their doors. “We [the Sanitation
Department] used to get angry calls
from people when our garbage trucks
would miss a house or when there’d be
something that needed to get cleaned up
in the streets,” he says. “Now, people are
calling when there’s something wrong
with their recycling carts. They don’t
want anyone messing with those cans,”
Leary says, “because when you mess
with those, you mess with money.”

Dan Keashan, the town spokesper-
son for Cherry Hill, New Jersey, says the
program changed recycling habits
there, too. The township was the sec-
ond locale to partner with RecycleBank,
and Keashan describes the recycling
change as “nothing short of tremen-
dous.” Cherry Hills pilot program
observed the recycling rates of 950
selected homes, and within six months,
per-house recycling jumped from nine
pounds per week to 17. “RecycleBank
has helped Cherry Hill to not just be
better recyclers,” Keashan says, “but
through the recycling, our township
has seen real aesthetic improvement.
On a windy day, I used to see cans, bot-
tles and paper flying through the
streets, but not anymore,” he says. On
June 2, the RecycleBank project will
expand to include all 20,000 residents
of Cherry Hill, New Jersey.

“RecycleBank is an absolute winner,”
Keashan says. “If Hartford [Connecti-
cut] is anything like Cherry Hill, its
recycling patterns stand to really benefit
from what RecycleBank has to offer.”

CONTACT: RecycleBank, (888)727
-2978, www.recyclebank.com.
—Kimberly Telker
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CHEMICALS GONE WILD

Chemical pollutants have cropped up in—and
are threatening the very existence of—the
populations of two distinctive predatory creatures
(see “Intensive Condor Care,” Currents,
September/October 2007). As reported in the
San Francisco Chronicle, “Studies of
peregrine falcon eggs and chicks by
state scientists reveal that the birds
in San Francisco, Long Beach, Los
Angeles and San Diego are ingesting
the flame retardant called PBDEs, believed
to leach out of foam mattresses, synthetic
fabrics, plastic casings of televisions,
electronics and other products.”

And, according to a piece in Environmental
Science & Technology, researchers in France
report that the widespread metal contaminant
cadmium is interfering with the reproductive
cycle of the European freshwater eel. As the eels
swim, the cadmium previously stored in fat cells
is released and accumulates in their sex organs.
Fish physiologist Alan Kolok of the University of
Nebraska, Omaha, says this is the first study he’s
seen that demonstrates that internal stores of
cadmium can be released at levels high enough
to be toxic. He notes that other migratory fish
such as salmon may be similarly impacted.
—Jessica Rae Patton

MEASLES ON THE RISE

The number of cases in the United States of
measles—a viral disease that in 2000 was
FE— declared eliminated from
". 5, 3 the U.S. population—has
v . reached a six-year high. A
Center for Disease
Control (CDC) report
shows that between
January 1 and April 25,
2008, 64 cases in nine
states were confirmed.
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Peregrine falcons are ingesting
flame retardants.

That count doesn’t include eight additional cases
reported in Washington State in early May.

Measles is spread through coughing and
sneezing, and typically presents with a rash,
high fever, cough, runny nose and red, watery
eyes. About one in five measles sufferers
experience more severe symptoms that can
include diarrhea, vomiting, ear infections and
pneumonia, and, rarely, encephalitis and death.
The two major causes of the measles resurgence
are thought to be international travel—it
remains a common disease in much of the
world—and an increase in the number of people
choosing not to get vaccinated or to vaccinate
their children (see “Calling the Shots,” Your
Health, July/August 2007). —LR.P.

WAVES OF CHANGE

The concept of harnessing tidal energy is
hitting the shores of Ireland with the
launch of several wave power projects
(see “Wave Power,” Currents,
May/June 2008). The island nation,
with its position in the rollicking
North Atlantic, is ideally situated to
take advantage of this energy source.
Graham Brennan,
program manager
for renewable-
energy research and
development at
Sustainable Energy
Ireland, the
government’s green-
technology arm,
thinks waves could
potentially provide

up to 70 percent of

Wavebob hopes to tap Ireland’s electrical
Ireland’s wave power. pOWer.

An article for

CNETNews.com recently profiled several
companies—Wavebob, Ocean Energy and Open
Hydro—that have developed wave turbine
prototypes currently being tested in Ireland and
off the coast of Scotland. “There are higher
average wind speeds in the band of the Earth
that we live in,” says Brennan. “The fetch [the
distance that wind travels without obstruction]
across the Atlantic is one of the longest in the
world, and that wind energy in turn propels
waves. The average wave energy is 70 kilowatts
per wave meter. There is nothing else like it.”
—JRP





